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Relevant Definitions

18.

Hazardous Substances:
Substances having dangerous properties which are hazardous to human health, or which adversely affect the environment, such as contagious, toxic, explosive or flammable substances or those with ionizing radiation.

19.

Hazardous Waste:
Waste of activities and processes or its ashes which retain the properties of hazardous substances and have no subsequent original or alternative uses, like clinical waste from medical treatments or the waste resulting from the manufacture of any pharmaceutical products, drugs, organic solvents, printing fluid, dyes and painting materials.
Article 33:
Those engaged in the production or circulation of hazardous materials, either in gas, liquid or solid form, are held to take all precautions to ensure that no environmental damage shall occur 

The owner of an establishment whose activities produce hazardous waste pursuant to the provisions of this Law shall be held to keep a register of such waste indicating the method of disposing thereof, and the agencies contracted with to receive the hazardous waste.  The executive regulations shall determine the data to be recorded in the said register and the EEAA shall be responsible for following up the register to ensure its conformity with the facts.
Article 41:

All organizations undertaking activities in the field of exploration, drilling, extraction and production of crude oil, its refining and processing shall observe the regulations and procedures set forth in the Law and its executive regulations which are derived from principles governing the international petroleum industry as provided by the competent administrative authority.
Relevant Articles from the Executive Regulations, LAW 4 / 94

Article (28)

The management of hazardous wastes shall be subject to the following rules and procedures:
1-
Engendering Hazardous Waste:


The establishment which engenders hazardous waste shall be held to do  the following:

A-
Try hard to reduce the rate at which such waste is produced, both quantitatively and qualitatively, by developing the technology used, employing clean technology and selecting alternatives for the primary product or the raw material which are less harmful to the environment and public health.

B-
Categorize the waste produced, in terms of both quantity and quality, and register same.

C-
Establish and operate units to treat waste at source, provided the EEAA approves the treatment system as well as the technical specifications of these units and their operational programmes. In case of difficulty of treatment or disposal of hazardous waste at source, the establishment producing such waste shall be held to collect and transport it to the disposal sites determined by the local authorities and the competent administrative and environmental bodies. The displacement of such waste shall be subject to all the conditions and provisions prescribed in this respect by these Executive Regulations.
2-
Stage of Collecting and Storing Hazardous Waste:

A-
Determine specific locations for the storage of hazardous waste meeting safety conditions to prevent the occurrence of any harm to the public or to those persons exposed to such waste.

B-
Store hazardous waste in special containers made of a solid, non-porous, leak-proof material. These containers are to be hermetically sealed and their capacity must be commensurate with the quantity of hazardous waste stored therein or conform to the standards set for the storage of such waste according to type.

C-
Place a clear sign on the hazardous waste containers indicating their contents and warning of the dangers which may result from handling them imprudently.

D-
Lay down a schedule for the collection of hazardous waste so that it is not left for long periods in the storage containers.

E-
Producers of hazardous waste shall be held to provide the above-mentioned containers, wash them after each use and not place them in public places.
5-
Stage of Treatment and Disposal of Hazardous Waste:
A-
The sites selected to house utilities for the treatment and disposal of hazardous waste shall lie at a distance of at least three kilometres from populated and residential areas, and shall be held to meet the conditions and provide the equipment and installations set forth below:

1-
The area of the site must be proportionate to the quantity of hazardous waste so that such waste does not remain in storage for extended periods.

2-
The site shall be encircled with a brick wall standing at least 2.5 meters high.

3-
The site shall be provided with more than one gate of suitable width, allowing the easy entry of trucks transporting hazardous waste.

4-
The site shall be provided with a water source and W.C. facilities.

5-
The site shall be provided with all the protection and safety requirements prescribed in labour and vocational health laws, as well as with a telephone line.

6-
The site shall be provided with all the mechanical equipment which can facilitate the work process.

7-
The site shall be provided with warehouses equipped to preserve hazardous waste pending its treatment and disposal. Equipment shall differ according to the type of hazardous waste received by each utility.

8-
The utility shall be provided with an incinerator for burning certain type of hazardous waste.
9-
The utility shall be provided with the necessary equipment and installations for sorting and classifying certain types of hazardous waste with the intention of reutilizing and recycling them.

10-
The site shall have a sanitary ditch of an adequate capacity for burying the incinerated remains.
C-
Processes for the treatment of hazardous waste which cannot be reutilized and recycled shall be carried out within the following framework:

1-
Injecting hazardous waste amenable to pumping into salt mines, wells and natural reservoirs in areas far from residential and populated areas.
2-
Burying hazardous waste in pits specially prepared for this purpose and isolated from the other components of the environmental system.
3-
Treating hazardous waste biologically by using certain types of living micro-organisms to bring about its decomposition.

4-
Treating hazardous waste physically or chemically by evaporation, dilution, calcification, assimilation, sedimentation, etc.
5-
Incineration in special incinerators designed to prevent the emission of gases and fumes into the surrounding environment.

6-
Permanent storage (such as placing hazardous waste containers inside a mine).
D-
Taking all procedures which guarantee limiting and reducing the production of hazardous waste through:

1-
Developing and generalizing the use of clean technology.

2-
Developing suitable systems for the management of hazardous waste.
Article (31)

Those in charge of the production or displacement of hazardous substances, whether in their gaseous, liquid or solid states, shall take all due precautions to ensure the non occurrence of any environmental damage, and shall be held in particular to observe the following:

(A)
That the site on which such substances are to be produced or stored is selected with due regard to the conditions prescribed according to the type and quantity of those substances.

(C)
That the conditions prescribed in respect of the means of transport or the storage sites of such substances are provided so as to guarantee that no harm shall come to the environment or to the health of employees or citizens.

(F)
That an emergency plan is in place to confront any potential accidents which may occur during the production, storage, transportation or handling of such substances, provided the plan is reviewed and approved by the licensing authority after consulting the EEAA and the Civil Defense Department.

(I)
That workers handling such substances are informed of the dangers involved and of the necessary precautions to be taken when handling them, that they are fully aware of all this information and that they have received adequate training in this regard. 

 (J)
That the inhabitants of the regions surrounding the sites where hazardous substances are produced or handled are informed of the possible dangers of these substances and the method of facing such dangers, and that they are familiar with the alarm systems to be used in case of an accident and with the procedures to be followed on its occurrence.
(K)
Establishments producing and handling hazardous substances are held to compensate citizens injured in the locations surrounding the production or storage sites for injuries caused by accidents resulting from these activities or from harmful emissions or leakages there from. Those assigned to the production and handling of hazardous substances shall submit an annual report on the extent of their commitment in implementing the necessary precautions.
Article (32)

Establishments engaged in the production or importation of hazardous substances shall, when producing or importing such substances, observe the following conditions:
Firstly: Container specifications: 

(A)
The type of container in which these substances are placed must be suitable for the type of substance therein, tightly closed and difficult to damage.

(B)
The capacity of the container must be easy to lift or transportation without exposing it to damage or harm.

(C)
The inner lining of the container must be made of a material that is not affected by storage throughout the period when the substances contained therein are active.

Secondly: Container information:

(A)
Contents of container, their active substance, and the degree of its concentration.

(B)
Total and net weight.

(C)
Name of producer, dates of production and production number.

(D)
Nature of danger and symptoms of toxicity.
(E)
First aid procedures to be taken in case of exposure.

(F)
Safe method of opening, emptying and using container.

(G)
Safe storage method.

(H)
Methods of disposal of empty containers.
All the information shall be written in Arabic in a style that is easy for an ordinary person to read and understand, and the words must be legible and prominently displayed on the container. They must be accompanied by diagrams indicating the method of opening, emptying, storing and disposing of the containers as well as by the international symbols for danger and toxicity.
Article (33)

The owner of an establishment whose activity results in hazardous waste pursuant to the provisions of these Executive Regulations shall be held to keep a register of such waste and the method of its disposal, as well as of the names of the parties contracted with to receive the said waste, as follows:

1)
Name and address of the establishment.

2)
Name and job title of the person responsible for filling in the register.

3)
The period covered by the current data.
4)
The special conditions issued for the establishment by the EEAA.

5)
A list of the types and quantities of hazardous waste resulting from the establishment activity.

6)
Method of disposal thereof.

7)
The parties contracted with to receive the hazardous waste.

8)
Date on which the form is filled.

9)
Signature of the officer in charge.

The EEAA shall follow up the information in the register to ensure its conformity with reality.
Article (43)

All organizations undertaking activities in the field of exploration, drilling, extraction, production, refining and processing of crude oil shall be held to observe the principles and standards derived from the international oil industry and furnished by the competent administrative authority as well as those indicated hereunder:
(1)
Organizations engaging in exploration, drilling, extraction and production of crude oil for petroleum and petrochemical products, as well as in the production, refining, storage and transportation of gas, shall observe the conditions, procedures, and precautions necessary for the protection of the environment, as derived from international oil industry principles and approved for application by the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation, according to the nature of each project, establishment, or operation.

(2) Executives responsible for petroleum activities shall follow the instructions of the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation concerning the permissible international standard specifications with regard to methods and ways of safe operation in all matters related to the storage and transportation of petroleum, petrochemicals and gas, as well as to the disposal of water and other dispensable substances while avoiding loss of petroleum or gas. They shall also take necessary precautions with regard to protection from fire, the protection of machines, wells, workers, homes, oil stores and establishments, and all other measures which the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation considers necessary to regulate and guarantee the proper conduct of work and to preserve the environment and the neighboring inhabitants. 

(5)
Mechanical and chemical means shall be used to extract the highest proportion of residual waste from wells or tanks. Pits or reservoirs shall be made available to receive what remains of such residues after their treatment in a suitable location meeting safety requirements of distance from wells, petroleum and industrial establishments and dwellings.

It is strictly prohibited to allow such residues to debouch onto land surfaces, public roads, waterways, seas and shores. 

* In case of difference of interpretation, the Arabic text will prevail








PAGE  
7

