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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER

Article (1): In application of provisions of this law the following words and expressions, unless the text so provides, shall bear the meaning against each. 

1. Weapons:

The weapons meant for fire arms, their ammunition, bombs and instruments designed by nature to inflict harm upon persons. Also that includes tools and machinery that represent danger to general safety, or to be used in war, especially those contained in the three attached lists and every tool that is categorized as weapon by the Inspector general ROP and Customs. 

2. Fire arms: 

The fire arms are the lethal weapons fitted with barrels of whatsoever description, that can fire bullets or projectiles and specially the weapons with smooth or grooved inside of the barrel. Included within this definition are the automatic firing weapons referred to in the second and third lists attached to this law, machine guns and sub machine guns with relevant ammunitions and main parts, unless the text means otherwise. 

3. Canons: This is a big gun with large size munitions that cause huge damages. 

4. Machine gun: This is a fire arm with sustained automatic fire that causes much damage more than of pistols and rifles. 

5. Sub machine gun: This is a fire arm that looks like rifle that yields high rate of fire automatically. 

6. White weapons: These are meant for any tool designed by nature to inflict harm on people or can pose threat on the general safety that are detailed in list (1) attached herein unless comprised within Omani national dress. 

7. Munitions: This means any ammunitions designed for use by any fire arm that include gunpowder, bullet and capsule with any other material prepared for loading arms or to be fired from it. This definition also includes any substance that contains or generates harmful gas or liquid delivered by a fire arm or hand grenades or similar projectiles whether prepared for use by a fire arm or otherwise.

8. Major components of fire arms: These are parts of weapons which although not useful if used separately as fire arm, but they are main factors to make the weapon a fire arm like the barrel, bolt, bolt group and compartment. Parts that are not considered as major components include the rifle or pistol's muzzle or the butt for each of them.  
Article (2): The provisions of this article are not applicable to the following:

a. The state's weapons in the custody of SAF, ROP and other Security agencies in accordance with applicable and relevant laws and regulations.
b. Members of marksmanship and organizations licensed to use weapons for training purposes within the places determined by Inspector General ROP and Customs.

c. Weapons licensed for trading or repairs if possessed by the vendor or any of staff in the workplace.

d. Signal weapons with their ammunitions if onboard ships, aircrafts or airports or seaports as parts of the equipment in the ship, aircraft, airport or seaport. 

e. The fireworks covered by the Royal Decree number 28/77. 

Article (3): It is prohibited, unless approved by Inspector General ROP and Customs or whom he ever authorizes, to acquire the weapons listed in schedules (1, 2 and 3) attached to this law. 

The Inspector General ROP and Customs is eligible, through a determination issued by him to amend such lists whether by addition or deletion and in no way it shall be permissible to acquire or be licensed to possess the following: 

a) Machine guns and guns, and heavy or light machine guns.

b) Silencers and sights fitted to fire arms.  

Article (4): To be exempted from the license's provisions referred to in the previous article, the weapons that are kept as part of culture or acquired as ornaments inside houses after being determined by the Inspector General ROP and Customs.
Article (5): With consideration to the provisions of article (3) of this law, it is permissible through arrangements by the Inspector General ROP and Customs to issue license for acquiring fire arms included within lists (2 and 3) subject that number of licensed pieces shall not exceed three in accordance with  the following criteria:
a) The conditions for weapons' licensing are included in the list number (2).

1. The applicant to be of Omani nationality.

2. Age not less than 52 years.

3. Medically fit to carry the weapon as conditions of medical fitness and evidence thereof shall be issued by the Inspector General ROP and Customs in coordination with Ministry of Health.

4. Free of mental or psychological disease subject that applicant shall present certificate from a governmental licensed doctor if necessary.

b) The conditions for weapons' licensing are included in the list number (3).

1. The applicant to be of Omani nationality.

2. Age not less than 52 years.

3. Medically fit to carry the weapon as conditions of medical fitness and evidence thereof shall be issued by the Inspector General ROP and Customs in coordination with Ministry of Health.

4. Pass an examination in (safety precautions and handling of weapons) which conditions are to be determined by the Inspector General ROP and Customs.

5. To be of good conduct and well mannered.

6. Shall not be convicted in a crime or misdemeanor where used a weapon or carrying a weapon as committing such crime or misdemeanor. 

7. Shall not be convicted in any crime falling under category of the crimes pertaining to national or state security within Omani criminal law. 

Article (6): The nature of licensing is personal, as it is not permissible to deliver the licensed weapon to others before being permitted to do so according to article (5) of this law. 

It is permissible by a determination from the Inspector General ROP and Customs issue of fire arms license for clubs and organizations that activities necessitate using fire arms, subject that such weapons and ammunitions shall be under custody of some one appointed by the club or organization and to determine usage of the same in conformity to the conditions and specifications laid by the Inspector General ROP and Customs.

Article (7): The license of acquiring fire arms is valid from date of issue for five years and is renewable through an application within the last two months before expiry of validity period. As for licenses of white arms, they are permanent.

Article (8): The Inspector General ROP and Customs may reject any licensing or shortening the period or restrict license to a certain type of weapons or any other conditions deemed necessary or temporarily withdraw license or cancel the same due to reasons related to general security or as deemed suitable for the public interest.

In case of cancellation of license, the owner of weapon may dispose it to any other person carrying weapon's license or trading in them, and that shall be within one month of declaring cancellation decision, save for that the cancellation decision provides for promptly handing over the weapon to the ROP station where the weapon has been registered.

In such case the weapon owner has to dispose of within a year from being notified by cancellation decision. If it is not disposed of during this period of time, that shall be construed as assignment by him towards ownership of the weapon to ROP against indemnification to owner, and reimbursement shall be assessed according to rules, conditions and circumstances for which a decision to be issued by the Inspector General ROP and Customs. 

Following temporary withdrawal of license the weapon ought to be delivered immediately to the ROP station where the weapon has been registered, until a decision is taken for cancellation or retention. 
Article (9): To be exempted from availing license mentioned in the first paragraph of article 93) of this law:

a) Deputies prime Minister and those accredited for the post of Minister. 

b) Governors and Walis.

c) Omani Ambassadors and members of foreign diplomatic missions and consulates subject to reciprocities treatment

d) Chairman and deputies of the Consultative Council.

e) The under Secretaries in Ministries and counterparts. 

f) Members of Marksmanship international teams.

Every one of these within one month from availing the weapon shall provide its details and specifications to HQ ROP as any of these shall be served with a certificate accordingly.

Article (10): It is not permissible to acquire ammunitions that are used with fire arms unless to those licensed to hold weapons and subject that these ammunitions suit the weapon, and according to the conditions and specifications laid by the Inspector General ROP and Customs.

Article (11): The license shall be deemed cancelled in the following conditions: 

a) Loss of weapon.

b) Disposal of weapon through transfer of ownership to others

c) In case of death.

d) Refrain from applying for license renewal in time.

e) Lapse of capacity or justification through which he was authorized the license.

f) If the licensee loses one of the conditions mentioned in article (5) of this law.

The licensee or his heirs or their legal representatives can dispose of the weapon to another licensee for use or trading within 30 days from date of revocation of the license. 

If none of these can dispose the weapon during this period they have to deliver the weapon before the end of that period to the ROP Station where such license is registered. The licensee or his heirs or their legal representatives can dispose of the weapon within one year from date of revocation of the license. 

If no disposal happens within the stipulated period that is considered as assignment of weapon's ownership in favor of the state, and as such ownership shall rest upon ROP against reimbursement of the owner, and assessment of indemnification shall be according to a decision issued by the Inspector General ROP and Customs.

Article (12): It is not permissible to make any alterations in the main parts and components of the licensed fire arm unless through a special approval from the Inspector General ROP and Customs. 

CHAPTER TWO

TRADING IN WEAPONS AND MUNITIONS,

REPAIRS, IMPORT AND EXPORT

Article (13): It is prohibited, unless through approval of the Inspector General ROP and Customs, to import, or export or enter the Sultanate or exit from it, the weapons mentioned in the two lists the first and the second and the two clauses (a and b) of the third list attached to this law.

The license shall be valid for three months from date of issue and is renewable for similar periods.

In no way a license shall be issued for import, or export or enter the Sultanate or exit from it, with the weapons mentioned in clause (c) of the mentioned third list.
Article (14): Without prejudice to the provisions of the last paragraph of the previous article, to be restricted, unless approved by the Inspector General ROP and Customs, trading in white weapons and fire arms with their ammunitions as reflected through lists (1, 2 and 3) attached to this law or do any repairs thereto, and license is valid for two years from date of issue and is renewable for similar periods subject that renewal application to be submitted within at least two months prior to end of licensed period.

The Inspector General ROP and Customs shall through a determination by him specify conditions applicable for trading with weapons, or their repairs and the allowed quantities annually of weapons and ammunitions to vendors as explained in lists (2 and 3). 

Article (15): The license applicant to trade in weapons and their ammunitions or their repairs shall fulfill the following:

1. The age shall not be less than (30) years.

2. The applicant shall be Omani.
3. The applicant shall know reading and writing.

4. Free from reasons detrimental to licensing weapons mentioned in article (5) of this law. 

5. To be registered in the commercial register according to conditions of commercial registry law.

To pass examination that materials and conditions are determined by the Inspector General ROP and Customs.

Article (16): The Inspector General ROP and Customs may reject the license to trade in weapons and their ammunitions or their repairs or reduce period of license or its cancellation to reasons pertaining to public interests or related to general security.

In case the license is revoked, the ROP Station where the store is located shall administratively close it after stocktaking to inventory of weapons and ammunitions, and relevant parties shall dispose of these items according to article (8) of this law. 

Article (17): It is not permissible to transfer weapons and ammunitions from place to another without approval from the Inspector General ROP and Customs and to be determined in the license the quantity of weapons and ammunitions approved for transfer and the places transported to and from and the name of consignee together with line of transport and time of transportation and any other conditions overseen by the Inspector General ROP and Customs as in favor of the public security. 

Article (18):  The license shall be deemed cancelled in the following conditions: 

a) Death of licensee.

b) Refrain from applying for license renewal in time.

c) Manage without license.

d) Cancellation of license or demolition of the premises or pronouncement of final judgment to close it. 
The ROP Station where the store is located shall administratively close it after stocktaking to inventory of weapons and ammunitions, and relevant parties shall dispose of these items according to article (8) of this law. 

CHAPTER THREE

PUNISHMENTS

Article (19): To be punished with imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months and fine of three hundred Rials Omani or of both punishments, all that without license acquires a white weapon mentioned in list (1) attached to this law, this does not include the traditional weapons referred to in article (4) of this law.
Article (20): To be punished with imprisonment for a period not exceeding three years and fine not more than one thousands Rials Omani or of both punishments, all that without license possess a weapon mentioned in list (3) attached to this law, or part of its major components or its ammunitions and this does not include the traditional weapons referred to in article (4) of this law.

Article (21): To be punished with imprisonment for a period not less than five years and not exceeding fifteen years, all that acquires a weapon mentioned in clause (a) of the article (3) of this law, this does not include the traditional weapons referred to in article (4) of this law.

Article (22): To be punished with imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year and fine not more than five hundred Rials Omani or of both punishments, all that possess any tool mentioned in clause (b) of article (30 of this law and to be punished with the same punishment all that without license acquires a weapon mentioned in list (2) attached to this law, or one of its main components or its ammunition. 

Article (23): 

a) To be punished with imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year and fine not more than one thousand Rials Omani or of both punishments, all that trades, imports, exports or repairs without approval a weapon from the weapons mentioned in list (1) or any tool included in clause (b) of article (3) of this law. 

b) To be punished with imprisonment for a period not less than one year and not more than three years and fine not more than one thousand Rials Omani or of both punishments, all that trades, imports, exports or repairs without approval a weapon from the weapons mentioned in list (2) of this law. 

c) To be punished with imprisonment for a period not less than three years and not more than five years and fine not less than three hundred Rials Omani and not exceeding one thousand Rials Omani or of both punishments, all that trades, imports, exports or repairs without approval a weapon from the weapons mentioned in list (3) of this law. 

d) To be punished with imprisonment for a period not less than five years and not more than fifteen years and fine not less than hundred Rials Omani and not more than five thousands Rials Omani, all that trades, imports, exports or repairs without approval a weapon from the weapons mentioned in clause (a) of article (3) of this law or one of its major components or its ammunition. 

Article (24): Any further violation to the provisions of this law or pertinent executive decisions shall be punished with imprisonment, for a period not more than six months and fine not more than three hundred Rials Omani, or of both punishments. 

Article (25): To be punished with fine not more than two hundred Rials Omani all that fires rounds for purposes other than asking for help or fires fireworks or launches rockets or caused flames to ignite or makes explosions in a populated quarters  or adjacent premises or in a public road or at its direction without permission from ROP. 

Article (26): The weapons shall be confiscated in all these circumstances in addition to ruled punishments. 

Article (26) bis: 

The Inspector General ROP and Customs or whomever he authorizes may not continue proceedings in lawsuits regarding crimes subject to punishments within articles (52, 42, 22 and 91) referred to in this chapter if the offender pays a fine determined in accordance with rules and categories issued through determination from the Inspector General ROP and Customs subject that fine value shall not exceed in every case half of the maximum limit stipulated for the committed crime, and permitted to confiscate the weapon question of the crime. 
CHAPTER FOUR

GENERAL, FINAL & INTERIM PROVISIONS

Article (27): The documents, applications, license, instruments and records required to execute this law with pertinent procedures regarding conditions and circumstances according to the decision issued by the Inspector General ROP and Customs. 
Article (28): That licensed to acquire weapon or ammunition or import or export the same or trade or repair such weapons, he shall preserve them and take reasonable precautions to avoid loss or theft or enable any legally unlicensed person to acquire them at any point of time, and also report to the nearest ROP Station promptly if lost or robbed or defective and shall present the license, the weapon or ammunition as requested by policemen. 
Article (29): That licensed to acquire weapon or ammunition or import or export the same or trade or repair such weapons, he shall consider the following matters:
1. Avoid any behavior violating public order as carrying the fire arm. 

2. Avoid shooting in inhabited areas or prepared for occupation.

3. Report to the ROP Station where the license is registered regarding any change of residence address or any details in his license.

Article (30): The Inspector General ROP and Customs is entitled to the following determinations:
1. Determine license fees and fees for renewals regarding all types in coordination with Ministry of Finance and Economy.

2. Regulate import of hunting guns, their ammunitions and trading in the same in coordination with Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

3. Issue whatever rules that help to execute provisions of this law. 

Article (31): Without prejudice to the provisions of article (4) of this law, to be exempted from punishment all that without license acquires fire arms or ammunitions or tools that are used with these mentioned weapons and so the white weapons if he delivers them to the ROP Station near his residence area within six months from applying this law, for assuming license procedures in accordance with provisions of this law.

Article (32): all that licensed to acquire weapon or ammunition or trade or repair such weapon before application of this law, to submit to the Inspector General ROP and Customs within one month from applying this law, their applications to conciliate their situations subject that they attach to their applications all necessary documentation. 

Article (33): The Inspector General ROP and Customs is eligible to authorize one of his staff or any other officials in ROP to practice some of his powers and authorities as determined by this law, except for the situations where texts reflect that authorities solely rest upon the Inspector General ROP and Customs. 

List (1)

This list comprises white weapons. 
· Spears 
· Bayonets and spearheads 
· Sticks attached with barbed balls of iron or lead.
· Iron boxing tool.
· Any tool defined as white weapon through determination from the Inspector General ROP and Customs.
List (2)

· Traditional fire arms without sustained fire that are normally dealt with in Omani markets like: Sama'a, Al Kind, Al sekatoon, Al Khameesi and the likes that use triggers.

List (3)

a. Fire arms with smooth bore barrel (non grooved)

b. Fire arms, rifles and pistols with grooved bore barrel 

c. Fire arms (rifles & pistols) with automatic firing mechanism.     
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