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A High Potential Near Miss: 
Methanol Tanker
What happened?

A truck and trailer loaded with an oil field type bulk tank containing 3,000 Litres of methanol, traveled from Muscat to make a “MOST URGENT” delivery to a production station. Methanol is a highly flammable and toxic chemical. The tank had no baffles. The “side-glass” was a length of plastic hose fastened by a wire to two nozzles. The vent had been sealed off with a piece of rubber and a clip. The drain valve that was to be used for offloading already had a length of 2” plastic hose connected. There was no facility to lock close the valve, which could have very easily moved to the open position during transport. Hazchem markings were incorrect. 

The tank was a static storage tank made for non hazardous non volatile liquids and not the purpose built skid mounted tank specified for the transport of Methanol. That tank was in use making another delivery elsewhere.

The delivery was made. Nothing happened…………. They were very, very lucky !!!!!!. Several things could have gone wrong: from a small insignificant leak to a major fire and explosion with multiple fatalities. We call this incident a HIGH POTENTIAL NEAR MISS.
Why was this delivery made in an unsuitable tank?

Poor planning and time pressure: desperate calls from the operators to deliver methanol so they could maintain production. The “proper” tank was in use elsewhere so someone decided to cut safety corners for the sake of production. 
He thought he did well. HE DID NOT. He put the lives of people at risk. 

What can you learn from this NEAR-MISS?

· Tankers for transport of Hazardous Chemicals must comply with very strict ROP and PDO specification and standards. The requirements cover: Rollover Stability, Internal Design, Manholes, Venting, Access, Color Coding, with additional requirements for transport of Flammable Substances. Details can be found in the Transport Standards Manual (Vehicle Standards, section 12 and the “Guide to Hazardous Materials” in the “Handling” section). Ask your safety advisor for a copy.

· Safety and Health requirements for handling of any chemical are specified on PDO SHOC Cards (Safe Handling of Chemicals). These cards must be present and adhered to for every chemical stored, transported or used. Again: ask your safety advisor.

· Follow procedures and specifications. If you do not know them or are not sure: ask!!

· SAFETY MUST ALWAYS COME FIRST. If it is not safe we do not do it! Never cut corners on safety. It is not worth it.

Note for Supervisors: Make sure your staff discuss and understand this message !!!
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