
HSE FLASH INFO N°093.03.04.1

SCAFFOLDING APRIL 2003

Department HSE
St Quentin en Yvelines

Contact:
Tel. : +33 (0)1 61 37 89 46
Fax : +33 (0)1 61 37 67 76

One fatality occurred on April, 9th at one of our sites as a result of a fall
from a suspended work platform.

Accident description:

The victim accessed work on the lower level of a suspended modular scaffold. He fell
from the scaffold through a gap between two modular platform sections. The
plywood used to close the gap between the two platforms was found on the floor.
The victim fell from approximately 18 metres sustaining severe injuries. The victim
was medivac to hospital and died of severe injuries.

Further to the accident, activity on site had been stopped for the day and inspection
of all the tank scaffold started.

Investigation report:

Fault Tree analysis method and Tripod analysis method has been conducted.

Main points raised:
•  Subcontracting supervisor and subcontracting employees did not receive training

concerning scaffolding procedures,
•  Victim's supervisor thought the scaffolding was safe because it was set up so he

authorised the victim to go to the work location, to complete previous days
activity.

•  Lack of communication between subcontractor setting up the scaffolds and
subcontractor using the scaffolds.

•  The victim did not recognise the 90 degree tube across the platform walkway as a
barrier (Common method of identifying closed areas of suspended platform) and
accessed to an unsafe area.

Correctives actions related to these points have been implemented or initiated.
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Points to remember:

•  A signalling system concerning scaffold in course of erection, erected or
completed have to be implemented. This system should be present at all the
scaffold access (Scafftag system).

•  Any new or modified scaffold work platform must be cleared for use by the
scaffold erection team, prior to other trades access.

•  When interaction between subcontractors exist, develop a pre start work
clearance system to ensure all relevant parties are consulted and sign off as "safe
to proceed" before work in a particular area proceeds.

REMINDER

Guard rails have to be made of
two rails, one at 1 metre
(39.37 inches) above the
platform and the intermediate
rail 45 cm (17.7 inches)
apart.*

Toeboards of 15 cm (6 inches)
high have to be installed.*

Board must cover each other
on a minimum length of 10 cm
(3.93 inches).*

* According to French regulation (Decree of January, 8th 1965).


